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1HARTING 500000 SQUARE
MILES OF THE ARCTIC

Capt. J.E.Bernier Back
From Long Cruise on
the Ship Guide, After
Having Patrolled
11,000 Miles of North-

ern Seas---Sees Short
Water Route to Pole

%2

By CHARLES HENRY DORR.

APTAIN JOSEPH E. BERNIER, who
C holds a record of six adventurous
voyages of exploration in polar waters,
returned recently, from a cruise of more
thun 4,000 milea through the Arctic archi.
pelago, during which he placed many new isl-
ands, bays and promontories on the map. The
expedition he commanded was sent out by the
Canadian Government.
A typleal Arctic skipper, hardy and accns-
tomed to life In the open, is Capt. Bernler. Dur-
lng his eleven years of Arctic exploration he

THE NEPTUNE

has charted over 600,000 square miles of isl-
ands in the great northern archipelago and
has discovered many records of Arctic expedi-
tions, including documents left by il fated
mariners, and pleces of wreckage, grim re-
minders of craft that went down in the Arctic
Seas.

Capt. Bernier has left a record of his own
work in varlous places to guide future explor-
ers. If Vilhjalmur Stefansson, leader of the
Canadlan Arctic expedition, now in the polar
regions, happens to reach Winter Harbor, Mel-
ville Island, he. will ‘find there a substantial
cache built severnl years ago by Capt
Bernler, and well stocked with provisious,
enough to last him a year or more. Capt. Ber-
nler established many of these caches or life
saving stations In the polar regions, for he
knows by experience the needs of Arctle
explorers.

On his last voyage Capt. Bernler started from
Pond’s Inlet, Bafin's Island, with the exploriug
ship Guide and a crew of ten men and an
equipment including forty dogs and sledges.
While voyaging through Arctic seas two of his
crew found parts of the hull of one of the ves-
sels of Sir Edward Belcher's squadron. These
relics of Arctic disaster were discovered on the
north end of Bylott's Island, In the Arctic sen,

Capt. Bernler belleves that these relics were
part of the Ploneer or the Intrepld of Rir Ed-
ward Belcher's squadron. Three vessels In the
Belcher squadron were not accounted lor._ the
Ploneer, the Intrepld and the Assistant. The
Ploneer was abandoned in the Arctic and all on
board were lost.

Another rellc of the Arctic found by Capt.
Bernler's crew is a spear from 8ir John Frank-
lin's expedition, which drifted in on the tlde
in Erebus Bay, North Devon Island, the bay
being named after the Franklin ship Erebus,
It 18 0 wwaden spear with lron point and the
name Erebus stamped upon it. The spear from
the Franklin expedition was probably lost over-
board in a storm, and drifted, swept on by ice
and tide, to Krebus Bay. The wreck of the
Erebus was found on O'Reilly Island, south of
Victorin Kreait, by Kskimos yeurs ago.

For fifteen days Capt. Bernier and the mem-
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GRAVE OF WILLIAM S8COTT OF
THE HECLA.

bers of his Arctle expedition on board the
Gulde were caught in the lce of Melville Bay,
in latitude 76. After battling with huge
masses of fce drifting down from the novth
for two weeks the Gulde managed to get free
from the ice packs and make her way into the
open sea.

An interesting theory of a route to the pole
for o vessel Is advanesd by Capt, Bernler, and Is
basedd upon deduetlons made from his diseoy-
erles of relles of marine disasters In the Arctie
nidd study of the polar tidex, He belleves that
starting from a certaln polnt in the Arctic a
ship well equipped cun make the voyuge from
ueean to ocean and to the pole. 4

“Capt, George De Long was a ploneer in the
field of Arvetie exploration,” saldt Capt, Bernter
the other day while in New York, “and his
fiest expedition aroused my Interest in voyages
to the north pole reglons,

“1 followed De Long's expedition with keen
Interest, and 1 reallzed that he was undertak-
ing a voyage almost certain to lead to destruc-
tlon, DBut his experience polnted out a route
leading into the northiamd, and other explorers
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have doubtless profited by his example. When
Dr. Nansen proposed a trip to the Arctic’he
planned his voyage along the lines of De Long's
trip to the polar seas.
“Diatoma found on the enst coast of Green-
.land are similar to those brought back by
that great explorer Nordenskiold from re-
klons to the westward, and comparison showed
that these specimens were of the same type as
the diatoms brought from Cape Wandarum, in
Asla.

“The finding of these dlatoms proved that a
passage existed from the Pacific to the Atlan-
tie but did not indicate the time it took for
them to pass through from sea to sea. Later
an American harpoon was found by an English
whaler In the Atlantic Arctic sen, which proved
also that there was a passage by which a

_Whale could go through.

“Then later on wreckage of the Jeannette
and some part of the clothing of two members
of the Jeannette's crew came ashore on the
west const of Greenlund at Jullanehaab. This
proved to me that if the Jeannette had not
been lost she would have drifted into the At-
lautle Ocean in about four years and a half,
It also proved that there is a passage from
ocean to ocean.

“When the Fram was caught in the ice she
drifted into the Atlantic ocean from the Paclfic,
which also proved my theory of a free passage.
Wheu Admiral Melville and President’ Bryaut
of the Philadelphla Geographical Soclety placed
casks In Bering Strait and set them adrift they
demonstrated the time it took to pass from
ocean to ocean. .

“Now the last link in my theory is {llus-
trated by the wreck of the Karluk, Stefansson's
ship, which was caught in the ice off Point
Barrow. It was not a good place to start, but
she drifted In a short time to latitude 73
north, and would have completed her voyage
to the Atlantic in about four years, because she
was drifting fuster than the Jeunnette,"

Although holding these theorles for some
years Capt. Bernler has not yet realized his
ambition to muke a voyuge to the north pole
by way of the sea as opposed to a voyage by
sledge. He has been In the service of the
Canadian Governmeut for a number of years,
and has been commissioned to establish a force
of the mounted police In Hudson Bay and to
tnke possession of the Arctle archipelago be-
tween the region of 141 degrees west to 60 de-
grees west awd all the adjacent Islands as far
us 00 degrees north lutitude, But he could
never obtain permission to go to the north
pole, being under orders to patrol the waters
of the Arctle Instead and to chart the Islands
of the archipelago. He Is contident, however,
that this voyage will be accomplished event-
ually.

“The time will come,” he sald, “when this
yoyage will be undertnken, umd It will be over
the route that 1 now point out.”

“What ix your opinlon of Stefansson’s ven-
ture lnto the Arctie reglons and what are the
probubilities of his succeess in discovering an
unknown lamd or country up north?” Capt,
Bernfer was asked,

“Ntefunusson has good courage,” he sald, “*and
he Is young and fired with ambition to sue-
ceedd.  Although greatly handicapped by the loss
of the Karluk amd part of his band of explorers,
I admire him for going on almost single
hawled and contiuing his work of exploration
In the polar reglons,  He deserves to succeed,
and I belleve he will be rewarded by finding
new land up there, for I am certuin that une-
known territory exists,

“The tides are Irregular at certain polnts in
the Arctle, nnd this indicates that they are
hamperad presumubly byl not yet chartea
on the map,  Rtefansson has o gowd chance, If
he succeesds In holding out and can find a food
supply, of discovering new land in the Aretle.
I belleve he will do 1t

Capt. Bernler, who arrived in New York
recently from Canada, also takes a keen in-
terest In the MacMillan Crockerland expedi-
tlon and in the rellef expedition, the latter in
command of Dr. Edmund Otls Hovey of the
Amerlcan Museum of Natural History. He
knows Capt, George Comer, lce pllot of the
pellef expedition, nnd he is confident If any
navigator ix able to pllot the rellef ship Cluett
out of North Star Bay into the open sea, that
man Is Capt. Comer,

Before next spring or summer Capt. Ber-
nler will be salling the northern seas on a
new expuddition, wnd will command the Guide
o another Arctie expedition,  On this voyage

Capt. J. E.
Bernier,
com-
mander

of the
Arctic ex-
pedition.

be proposes to keep a sharp lookout for uu-
hnogn parts of Fox Channel, and probably will
place more new lands on the map. He will
also continue his work of exploration in other
reglons up north and will visit remote Eskimo
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sion of Baffin's Ialand In the Arctic archipelgo
on the King's birthday, November §. On this
occasion twenty-one shots were fired as a salute
In honor of the King. The last shu: was fired
by an Eskimo, who became a Canadian subject.

On his last voynge the captain secured nu-
merous Interesting plctures of Eskimo life In the
Arctic: the midnight sun, fishing In the far
north, senl hunting nnd norwhal hunting over
the ice. He has written several books on these
subjects, recods of former voyages to the
Arctic. This year, however, he will picturizse
his trip. The voyage of the Guide will be
shown In the movles.

Among the relles of Arctic exploration found
by Capt. Bernier while cruising through polar
sens are the record in a bottle of the whaler
Esquimo, Capt. Perry (1819); a prayer book,
left on Melville Island, Sir Willlam Parry
(1819-20) ; severnl pleces of an old bont, part
of Sir Edward Belcher's North Star expedi-
tlon; pleces of wood from the yacht Mary,
Capt. John Ross (1864); box of ammunition

from the Depot House of H. M. 8. Resolute,
Capt. Henry Kellett (1851-58) and relies from
the fireplace of Parry's expedition, Melville
Island (1819-20).

Up In Baffin's Land the captain has a coun-
try place of one thousand acres or more, and
in his home he has a remarkable collection of
Arctic curlos, He has followed the sea nearly
all his life, and when a boy of 17 years he was
in command of a ship, the Bt. Joseph, which
salled across the Atlantic. His books and ma)
of the Arctic reglons have been approved by
Canadlan Government and geographical socle-
tles, and may be found in the principal citles
of America and Furope and in many of the
la museums.

T-.u known lnmm:' once sald: "Onsoo:
news r man, always a newspaper man, 3
"Olwl:l:e writer, always a writer,” so Capt.
Bernler sayn of the Arctic fever: “Once you
get the Arctic fever, the lure of exploration,
and the adveuturous life holds you in its grasp.
You cannot escape it. The Arctic fever holda
you in its thrall.”
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FAMOUS PEACE PAINTING DISAPPEARS

ALBERT BESNARD'S ALLEGORICAL GROUP SYMBOLIZING “PEACE."

The Besnard painting was sent to this country by the French Government to be exhibited for the benefit of the French sol-
diers. It disappeared mysteriously’ from the pier of the French line in this city.
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